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Background 

2012-2013 

Signing of a French-
Italian MOU and 
bilateral agreements 
between the 
Fondazione ENDISU, 
ANDISU and Cnous 

Novembre 2013 

Exchanges between 
Cnous and the 
French  Conference 
of University 
Presidents (CPU) on 
the Europen 
Student Card 

Décembre 2015 

Signing of a MOU 
between 4 countries 
(Germany, Ireland, 
Italy, France) 

 

Exchanges within 
ECStA 

2016 

Institutional 
organization on 
European level 

-> Erasmus + 
Strategic partnership 



Strategic Partnerships are transnational projects designed to develop and share 
innovative practices and promote cooperation, peer learning, and exchanges of 
experiences in the fields of education, training, and youth. 

 
 

Å ESC Strategic partnership: 
Å 1 coordinating institution, 8 core partners, 17 associated partners 
Å 4 countries 

 
Å Maximal grant amount: 299 981,00 ϵ 
Å Project co-funded for 2 years including 2 phases of implementation: 
Å 1st: Development phase of ESC 
Å 2ème: Testing and deployment phase on experimental territories 

 
Å 2 main outputs: 
Å/ƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ κ ǇǊƻǘƻǘȅǇŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ I9LΩǎ 

information systems 
Å Experimentation on specific territories: e.g. EUCOR - The European 

campus 

European Student Card / an Erasmus+ Strategic partnership 



Structure of the ESC Strategic partnership 

1 project coordinator 

8 core partners:  17 associated partners:   



Who we are: 

The network of Student services in France 

CNOUS  
Paris 

CROUS 
    region  

CROUS 
    region  

CROUS 
    region  

CNOUS : Paris  

28 CROUS : in all regions in France 

16 CLOUS : local centres 

1 national training centre  

Annual budget: 1.4 billion euros (excluding grants) / two-thirds are own resources 

generated by the activity (catering and accommodation) 



Next to students 

Å 681.078 grant holders (+2,8%) 

 

Å More than 2.5 billions euros of state 
funding for grants on the basis of 
social criteria 

 

Å More than 700 halls of residence  

 

Å More than 650 university restaurants 
and cafeterias  

 

Å 600.000 euros to support student 
cultural activities  

 

Å Digital services 

Å New concepts for catering: cafeterias, 
noodle bar, salad bar, Food trucks Χ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Å New services/applications to 
facilitate student life: 



Digital services 
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French National Student Card Committee 

January 6th, 2016: creation of the National Committee Student Card 
 
Ҧ Evolution of the National Multi-service card group created in 2009 
Ҧ Attached to the Conference of Presidents of Universities and the Cnous 
Ҧ Coordination with French Ministry of Higher Education (MESR/DGESIP) 
 
Ҧ 1 representative + bureau composed of 4 persons; 
Ҧ 1 permanent representation of approximately 35 people; 
 
Ҧ Mentioned in measures 8 and 9 of the National Student Life Plan (PNVE) : 
                                    - Generalizing Multiservice Student Cards 
                                    - Create a European Student Card; 
 
Ҧ Participation at national, European and international discussions. 
  



 
V Achievements 

 
- National tender for smart cards 
- Implementation of the new electronic wallet IZLY 
- Monitoring of uses and services 
- Sharing experiences on Card Management Systems (CMS) 
- Deployment of new card technologies 
- Creation of a network of experts and specialists 
- Relay for regional groupings 
- Participation in the European Student Card project 
 

 2016/2017: more 1.5 million cards produced and sent to HEI 
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French National Student Card Committee 



 

Currently deployed services: 
 
Ҧ Services offered to all students in all Institutions: 
 - the student smart card allowing the recognition of student status for the current  
   academic year 
 - the electronic wallet IZLY (e-payment service offered by the Crous) 
 
Ҧ Specific services are offered to students in each HEIs: 
 - Access control 
 - Libraries services (borrowing of books ...) 
 - Reservation of rooms 
 - Photocopying / Printing 
 - Public transportation 
 
Ҧ New services must be developed: 
 - Mutualization of access to specific services 
 - Attendance at classes 
 - Endorsement of examinations 
 - Borrowing equipment 
 - e-Ticketing 
 - Electronic signature 
 - NFC and mobile applications 
 - Χ 

French National Student Card Committee 



Principles: 

 

ÅOperated directly by higher education institutions (HEIs) ς allowing 
federation of all HEI for students right recognition 

 

ÅBuild upon and extend existing systems 

Åaŀƴȅ ŦƻǊƳǎ όǇŀǇŜǊΣ ƳǳƭǘƛǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŎŀǊŘΣΧύ 

ÅBasic standardization around electronic component (if present) 

ÅIncluding a EU logo 

 

ÅShared information about the card holder at European scale 

Å²ƛǘƘ ŀǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΩ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ 

ÅFacilitate the commitment of any institutions  

 

 

 



Å Principle 1 : free decision of HEI 

Joining the ESC system is up to HEIs and its participation may be 
cancelled at any time;  

 

Å Principle 2 : free choice of students 

Any student of an on ESC registered institution retains control over the 
exchange of data between HEIs.  

 

Å Principle 3 : autonomy of cards manufacturing process 

Each institution retains full control of the creative process, production 
and delivery of its card. At least, HEI will have to: 

ÅPut the "European student" logo on the front of the card 

ÅPut on the card the minimum identification data needed for 
sharing the student status. 

 

 



ÅA graphic « European Student » identity: Logo/hologram 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÅInterconnecting of European HEIs (data providers) 

ÅFor sharing the student status between HEIs: common e-ID  

ÅFor exchanging data between HEIs in order to simplify procedures 
and ensure access to services provided by the HEIs  

European student card fundamentals 



Principle: relies on the identification specific to each country or institution  

 

Model =  SEPA (single euro payment area) method: IBAN and BIC model 

 

ÅUnique European student identification (ESI) may consist of 2 items: 

ÅCountry code 

ÅHEI: PIC code (European Institution Code)  

ÅSI (Student identification): < student identification code given by home 
institution> 

  

  <Country code> <PIC> <student identification> 

 

 

A common Student E-ID at EU scale 



Validation of : 

- Work plan 

- Communication 
and dissemination 
plan 

- Evaluation plan 

Creating a 
commu-
nication 
WG +  

WG on 
uses of 
the card 

(SC) 

Visual 
identity: 
choice 
project 

logo 

Website  Online 
collaborati-
ve platform 

Exchange 
platform 

+ 

Technical 
handbook 

about 
specifications 

Interim 
technical 
report 

+  

Interim 
evaluation 

report 

+  

Interim 
communicati

on & 
dissemination 

report 

Mid-
conference 

Mid-
report to 
National 
Agency 

 Expected results 

Nov. 
2016 

Nov. 
2016 

Nov. 
2016 

Jan. 
2016 

Mar. 
2017 

May 
2017 

June  
2017 

Aug. 
2017 

Apr. 
2017 

2nd 
physical 
meetings 
of the 
strategic 
partner-
ship 



Second phase of the project 
 
Å Implementation of the platform prototype  
Å From June-July 2017 (test preproduction) 
Å From September 2017: experimentation on cohorts of students in 

mobility 
 

Student status and ID recognition 
 

Å Development 
 

- Integration of key services to the platform 
 
- How ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǎƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ άErasmus without paperέ ŀƴŘ άEmrexέ 

projects : MOU + common platform after 2018 
 
 



Experimentation on campuses: 

CSSI / University college Cork 

Eucor ς le campus européen 

EDUCatt  

Upcoming: more French campuses 
Ÿ signature of MOU between the French Steering 

committee and HEIs interested in participating in 
the experimentation  



New cooperations: 

EUNIS 

Campus Card Berlin 



Experimentation on 
Campuses 

Interim technical 
report 

+ 

Interim evaluation 
report 

+ 

Dissemination & 
communication 

report 

¦ǎŜǊΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŜ 
handbook 

+ 

Proposals for 
generalisation in 
whole Europe  

Final conference in 
Paris 

Final report to NA 

Sep. 
2017 

-  
Feb. 
2018 

Apr. 
2018 

Jun. 
2018 

May 
2018 

Aug. 
2018 

Dec. 
2018 

3rd physical 
meetings of 
the 
strategic 
partnership 
in Italy 

4th  
physical 
meetings of 
the 
strategic 
partnership 
in Ireland 
 

 Expected results 




